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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained thougti the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 

admitted prior as stated at page 3 of the specification alone or with Nakazawa et al 

(4,175,939). 

As understood from applicant's disclosure, the systems and apparatus elements 
discussed at page 3 are known to the prior art. It is also noted that this disclosure 
appears under the heading "Description of the Prior Art". Applicant is requested to add 
the label "Prior Art" on each of Figs. 1 and 6. 

The discussed prior system includes a draw tower, a preform feed unit, a furnace 
and a spinning nozzle The draw tower is set on a support surface and fabricated 
by vertically assembling a plurality of units to have a predetermined height from the 
support surface. This plurality of units is construed to be a framework. A diameter 
gauge is installed below the spinning nozzle and measures the diameter of the optical 
fiber discharged from the nozzle. A coating unit is installed at the lower portion of the 
draw tower. This system is discussed at page 3 of the specification, lines 1 -20 & Fig 1 . 

An additional prior art system is discussed at page 3, lines 21-31 as shown in 
Fig. 6. where a dual system is set forth. Each draw tower has a spinning chamber as 
well as a cooling chamber. That is, a plurality of main support frames are vertically set 
up to form a square structure. A plurality of sub-support frames are alternately 
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connected to the main support frames in a horizontal direction or in a diagonal direction, 
thus completing a main frame. The main frame is partitioned into a spinning chamber 
and a cooling chamber by a central partition frame. A blower having a filter as well as a 
duct, is installed on the cooling chamber. A central frame is provided between the two 
tower frames in order to support them. 

Although, the above discussed disclosure of the dual system states that two draw 
towers are set forth, it is noted that a central frame is also between the two towers. The 
examiner takes the position that the instantly claimed dual system in a tower does not 
patentably differ over the towers set forth by the prior art dual system since these prior 
towers are connected by a central frame. The current claim language does not 
distinguish the instant invention over the prior art as discussed. It would have been 
obvious to provide the prior dual system with additional the additional claimed features 
of preform feed units, furnaces, spinning nozzles, diameter gauges and coating units as 
discussed at the top of page 3 for their art recognized purposes. 

The claimed language does not distinguish the claims in terms of structural 
differences over the prior art discussed above. Additionally, the advantage of size as 
discussed at page 4 is not definitively set forth nor is it clear how a difference in size can 
be claimed in the absence of structural differences. Additionally, the pnor art in many 
fields of technology is well aware of providing a plurality of processing systems to 
increase productivity. As evidence of this prior art, the Nakazawa et al is cited as 
disclosing that the productivitv of class fiber manufarti 
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a plurality of apparatus elements(See Col. 1, Iine34 ff). Thus there is incentive. 
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motivation and reason to combine the teachings of the two prior art systems discussed 
at page 3 of the instant specification. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Derrington whose telephone number is 703 308- 
3832. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven Griffin can be reached on 703 308-1 164. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703 305-7718 
for regular communications and 703 872-931 1 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308 
0661. 
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